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SUBJECT: ARREST- OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCHERS

REF: STATE 84145 (NOTAL)

BUENOS AIRES 2398 (NOTAL)

SAQ PAULO 836

THE FORD FOUNDATION HAS INFORMED THE DEPARTMENT THAT IT
HAS "RECEIVED WORD FROM BUENOS AIRES THAT THE CASTELAR
GROUP HAVE BEEN RELEASED, APPARENTLY WITHOUT CONTINUING
CHARGES OF ANY KIND." ROBINSON '
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REF: A. BUENOS AIRES 3144  B. BIENOS AIRES 3313 1
C. BIENOS AIRES 2912 , - VLN,

1. SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY INTERESTED .

’-.—
5. AT REQIEST OF SENATOR HUMPHREY'S OFFICE , DEPARTMENT [l
TELEPHONED FATHER OF ARRESTEE GWENDA MAE LOKEN LOPEZ ON M
MiY 18 T0 CONFIRM AND REFORT DETAILS OF SUBJECT'S ARREST ./ 2
FATHER STATED THAT HE LEARNED OF ARREST MAY 17 THROIBH |
TELEPHONE INQUIRY FROM ASSDCIATED PRESS (aP) REPORTER. ‘ |
BASED ON WORDING PARA 5 REF A, DEPARTMENT WAS UNDER IM- Y7
FRESSIDN EMBASSY NOTIFIED PARENTS DIRECTLY. PLEASE ADVIE oo
WHETHER THIS IS CORRECT. . St

3. REF A ALSD INDICATES THAT FIRST CONSULAR ACCESS

OBTA INED MAY 6 AT WHICH TIME CONOFF NOTICED PHYSICAL SIGNS
OF ABUS (PaRA 7, REF A). UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES DID
MNSULAR INTERVIEW TAKE PLACE (I.E., WERE GUARDS PRESENT
OR WITHIN HEARING DISTANCE)? 1IN OPINION OF CONOFF, WAS
SIBJECT IN POSITION TO BE (OMPLETELY CANDID WITH CONOFF
RE PHYSICAL ABUSE? 1IN VIEY OF BRUISES, DID CONOFF REQUEST

OR MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR DOCTOR TO EXAMINE SUBJECT TO
ASCERTAIN EXTENT AND NATURE OF BRUISES? (NOTE: IN
CASES WHERE PHYSICAL ABUSE IS ALLEGED, POST SHOLWLD
FOLLOW GUIDEL INES SET FORTH STATE 1285 DATED FEBRUARY
26, 197> FYI: 1IN REGARD TO MEDICAL EXAMINATION
FAMILY MAY SDON REQUEST US TO HELP ARRANGE ADDITIONAL
VISIT BY ARGENT INE PHYSICIAN OF THEIR CHOICE.

4. OWR PRINCIPAL IMMEDIATE CONCERN IS TO ASCERTAIN
MRS, LOPEZ' HEALTH AND WELFARE AND DETERMINE ADVISa-
BILITY OF EARLY EXAMINATION BY INDEPENDENT PHYSICIAN.
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e’a..JFOR THIS REASON AND BECAUSE OF UNCERTAINTIES SURROUND ~
ING MRS, LOPEZ' ARREST AND INCARCERATION, CONSULAR

OFFICER SIDWLD AGAIN VISIT HER ASAP. IN VIEW PARA 3
REF B, VISIT TO ROSARD WOULD ASLO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY
TO DISCUSS CHOICE OF OUNSEL ISSUE WITH BROTHER< IN~LAW
AND TO INDICATE OIR WILLINGNESS TO ASSIST IN ANY APPRC-
R IATE MANNER. DEPT OFFICER CONTACTED BY PEDERSON
EARLY TODAY WHO HAD TALKED TO BROTHER- IN-LAW LOPEZ.
PEDERDN WAS ADVISED THAT WHILE MR. LOPEZ BEING HELD BY
LOCAlL FOLICE, MRS. LOPEZ HAD BEEN ARRESTED UNDER
NATIONAL EMERGENCY ACT AND IS UNDER JURISDICTION OF
ARMY, SHE HAS NOT BEEN PERMITTED TO HAVE AN ATTORNEY
AND NO ONE EXCEPT OONOFF HAS BEEN ALLOWED TO VISIT HER.
THESE DEVELOPMENTS WDERLIE NEED FOR CONSILAR VISITA-
TION. ONE QUESTION OF CONCERN TO US IS wHETHER IT IS
70 MRS. LOPEZ' ADVANTAGE TO BE REPRESENTED BY SAME ;
LAVYER AS HUSBAND IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE DIFFERING - CHARGES
AND FACT THAT SHE IS ESTRANGED FROM HUSBAND.

5. MINNEAPOLIS LAWYER JAMES PEDERSON TELEPHONED DEFT
INDICATING HE RETAINED BY LOKEN FAMILY. WE KNOW THAT
HE HaS SPOKEN TO CONSWLAR OFFICERS AND THAT HE IS
MNSIDERING TRIP TO ARGENTINA,

6. UNDER PROVISIONS OF PRIVACY ACT , EMBASSY REQUESTED
TO ASCERTAIN IF SIBJECT WILL PERMIT DEPARTMENT TO
DISCuUSS CasE WITH SENATOR HUMPHREY AND OTHER CONGRESS-

DNaL OFFICES WHO MAY INQUIRE, FAMILY ATTORNEY IN US,
AND MEMBERS OF THE PRESS., 1IN THIS REGARD, A BLANKET
AUTHORIZATION WOULD BE M ST HELPFUW TO DEPT IN RESPOND~-

ING TO PRESS

INQUIRIESI ROBINSON




